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unable to produce anywhere near the amount possible under >a 
rational, harmonious system. As to the socialist state the author 
believes in centralization of authority, but would nevertheless 
leave as much as possible to voluntary association. Anarchy and 
socialism are opposing concepts, though there will no doubt be 
many associations in the future, scientific, literary, and the like, 
run on the plan of anarchism, that is, with perfect freedom to the 
individual. This does not, however, suggest the possibility of ap- 
plying the plan to the state. The ideals of socialism are to be 
realized not all at once but gradually. Socialism is coming through 
evolution, but it should be helped along by the conscious effort of 
mankind. The abolition of the right of inheritance and the im- 
position of a strongly progressive income tax would make the final 
acquisition of the means of production comparatively easy. 

The author traces the development of socialistic ideas and treats 
men and schools incidentally. There is little new in the book but 
it treats clearly and sympathetically the development of the doc- 
trine of modern socialism. 

B. H. HlBBAKD. 

University of Wisconsin. 
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Statistics and Its Methods 
La Theorie de VHomme Moyen. Essai sur Quetelet et la Statis- 
tique Morale. By Maukice Halbwachs. (Paris : Librairie 
Felix Alcan. 1913. Pp. 180. 2.50 fr.) 
In this very interesting little volume on a much debated statisti- 
cal subject there are five chapters, of which the first and the fourth 
are respectively descriptive of Quetelet's conception of the average 
man physically and morally viewed. The second and third chapters 
are critical of the physical concept and the fifth of the moral. A 
conclusion gives a resume of the principal views of the author. The 
presentation of Quetelet's views is systematic and faithful; but as 
indicated below the interpretation is not always adequate. In the 
critical chapters, are taken up in turn many of those problems 
regarding the average man which have been objects of dispute 
for half a century — the reality of the average man, the average as 
a type of the species, as the perfect in beauty and goodness, its 
relation to birth and death statistics, the equality of the sexes, and 
the significance of the so-called "tendency" to commit crime. One 
is struck with the complete absence of references to the problem 
of free will which one must struggle to avoid in writing about 
Quetelet and to which another recent writer in this field has de- 
voted considerable attention. 1 

1 Quetelet: Statisticien et Sociologue, by Joseph Lottin (Felix Alcan, 1912). 
Reviewed by present writer, in Political Science Quarterly, vol. xxvii, pp. 718- 
733. 



